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SUB J : SLPP PARLIAMENTARIANS TAKE THEIR SEATS 
REF: (A) FREETOWN 1519, (B) FREETOWN 1732 

1 . SIERRA LEONE'S THIRD PARLIAMENT SINCE INDEPENDENCE WAS 
OPENED FORMALLY BY PRESIDENT STEVENS, JUNE 3, AND IN ATTENDANCE 
TO BE SWORN IN WERE 12 OF THE 15 ELECTED SLPP MEMBERS. THE 
REMAINING THREE SLPP PARLIAMENTARIANS WERE REPORTED BY SALIA 
JUSU-SHERIFF, WHO IS APPARENTLY FLOOR LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
TO BE IN DETENTION AND UNABLE TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY. 

2. PRECEEDING THE PRESIDENT’S STATE ADDRESS WAS A SPIRITED 

BUT FORE-DOOMED EFFORT BY THE SLPP TO PREVENT ELECTION OF THE 
DEPUTY SPEAKER ON THE GROUNDS THAT PARLIAMENT WAS NOT PROPERLY 
CONSTITUTED SINCE ELECTIONS HAVE NOT TAKEN PLACE IN BO DIS- 
TRICT. FOLLOWING THE RULING BY THE SPEAKER THAT THE ELECTION 
COULD PROCEED. WILLIAM N.S. CONTEH OF BOMBALI DISTRICT WAS 
ELECTED DEPUTY SPEAKER. 
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3. STEVENS' TWO HOUR ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT TOUCHED ALL MAJOR 
ACHIEVEMENTS BY HIS GOVERNMENT AND SET THE STAGE FOR PARLIA- 
MENTARY DEBATE ON A ONE-PARTY FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR SIERRA 
LEONE. STEVENS SAID HE ALWAYS FELT A ONE-PARTY POLITICAL SYSTEM 
SHOULD RESULT FROM EVOLUTION AND THAT THE EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS 
HAD BEEN COMPLETED FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES. HE REITERATED 
THAT THE SLPP HAD NO LEADER AND "THIS LACK OF LEADERSHIP 
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AGGRAVATED AND ACCENTUATED THE VIOLENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
SO-CALLED SLPP '. HE CLAIMED THERE WAS NO LEADER WITH WHOM THE 
RULING APC COULD COMMUNICATE "EVEN THOUGH MANY ATTEMPTS TO 
DO SO WERE MADE". "PUTTING ALL THESE FACTS TOGETHER I HAVE 
COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE TIME HAS NOW ARRIVED FOR THIS 
COUNTRY TO ADOPT A ONE-PARTY POLITICAL SYSTEM IF IT IS NOT 
TO DISINTEGRATE INTO TRIBAL FACTIONS, WITH ALL THAT WOULD 
IMPLY". 

4. IN OTHER PARTS OF HIS SPEECH HE THANKED USAID FOR FUNDING 

A STORM AND SEWER PLAN FOR THE CITY OF FREETOWN AND NOTED HIS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO EFFORTS BY THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE UNITED KINGDOM TO BRING AN END TO MINORITY RULE 
IN RHODESIA. 

5. PARLIAMENT REOPENS JUNE 7 AND DEBATE ON A ONE-PARTY 
GOVERNMENT IS EXPECTED TO DOMINATE THIS SESSION. 
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